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PROCLAMATION 
“INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PE R SO N S WITH DIVERSABILITIES”

D E C E M B E R  0 3 / 2 0 1 5

WHEREAS: m ore th a n  one billion people -  ab o u t 15 per cen t of the world’s population -
live w ith some form of disability; and

WHEREAS: around  the  world, persons with a  range of disabilities face physical, social,
econom ical and  a ttitud inal b a rrie rs  th a t  exclude full and  effective 
participa tion  a s  equal m em bers of society; and

WHEREAS: evidence and  experience show  th a t  w hen barriers  to inclusion are removed
an d  persons w ith disabilities partic ipa te  fully in societal life, the  entire 
com m unity  benefits; and

WHEREAS: the  UN G eneral Assembly h as  prom oted an  In ternational Day of Persons with
D isabilities since 1992 with th is  y ea r’s them e being “inclusion m atters: 
access and  em pow erm ent for people of all abilities”; and

WHEREAS: Com m unity Living BC, a  BC Crown Corporation, works w ith individuals,
fam ilies and  com m unity p a rtn e rs  to build com m unities th a t  are welcoming of 
people w ith developm ental disabilities; and

WHEREAS: “D iversability” is a  word th a t  an  increasing  n u m b er of people across British
Colum bia are using  to raise  aw areness th a t  people w ith developm ental 
d isab ilities have abilities to con tribu te  to their com m unities; and

WHEREAS: the  Cities of Victoria, Kelowna and  Powell River have already agreed to
annua lly  declare Persons w ith D iversabilities Day to help increase inclusion 
and  b reak  down a ttitu d in a l barriers.

NOW THEREFORE I, Bill McKay, Mayor of the  City of Nanaim o, do hereby proclaim  th a t
December 03, 2015, be know n as

“INTERNATIONAL DAY O F PE R S O N S  WITH DIVERSABILITIES”

in the  City of Nanaimo.

Bill McKay 
M A Y O R
DATED THIS 2ND DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2015.


