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EVENTS  
CULTURE & 

• The City supports over 30 arts and culture groups through its Grant Program.

• Nanaimo’s iconic culture and heritage spaces, the Nanaimo Museum, the Port Theatre, the Nanaimo

Art Gallery, the Nanaimo Military Museum and the OV Arts Centre, are City owned and co-managed by

community based, dedicated non-profit organizations.

• Kamal Parmer is the City’s current Poet Laureate. Find out more about Kamal and her role as the Poet

Laureate on the City website (https://www.nanaimo.ca/parks-recreation-culture/poetry/poet-laureate).

• There is annual grant funding available for events hosted downtown, such as the International Jazz

Festival, the Commercial Street Night Market and the Fringe Festival.

• The	City	is	home	to	an	inventory	of	public	art!	Peruse	both	temporary	and	permanent	collections	on	the	City

website (https://www.nanaimo.ca/public-art-inventory).

• The	2023	Culture	Awards	ceremony	will	be	held	on	Tuesday,	April	25	at	the	Port	Theatre.

• Excellence	in	sport	and	cultural	endeavors	are	recognized	by	the	City.	See	page	53	for	details.

• Our	previous	guiding	document,	“A	Cultural	Plan	for	a	Creative	Nanaimo”	has	been	woven	into	the	new	City

Plan. Find it online at www.nanaimo.ca.

• The	“Love	Arts	Nanaimo”	newsletter	highlights	the	work	our	Culture	and	Events	staff	are	doing	to	enhance

our community. Subscribe by visiting our website (https://www.nanaimo.ca/parks-recreation-culture/culture/

love-arts-nanaimo-newsletter).

• You can	follow	us	on	Instagram	@prc_nanaimo	to stay up	to date on	upcoming culture and	event	initiatives

and calls to artists. 

Did You Know? 

https://www.nanaimo.ca/parks-recreation-culture/culture/love-arts-nanaimo-newsletter
https://www.nanaimo.ca/public-art-inventory/
https://www.nanaimo.ca/parks-recreation-culture/poetry/poet-laureate
https://www.nanaimo.ca/parks-recreation-culture/culture/cultural-plan-for-a-creative-nanaimo
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   Culture & Events

Early Spring
The air, no longer cold,
or still.
Something	is	astir,	something	is	let	go.
A change that is so gentle,
that its nuances go unnoticed.
I	look	near,
I	look	far,
silent valleys and spruce lined meadows
seem to wake from their wintry slumber,
lulled by frosty dreams.
Under	a	few	marbled	clouds,	mist	beads	hang	in	the	air,
glittering crystals awaiting a spring roseate dawn.
A rooster welcomes the day, earlier than usual,
its shrill cry echoes across the tiny farmsteads,
tacked to the river.
Far	out	in	the	east,
skeins of sunlight fan out,
silhouetting the slender arbutus,
to beckon a spring dawn.

Kamal Parmar, Nanaimo Poet Laureate

April	is	Poetry	Month.	

Please	watch	for	other	

poetry initiatives 

found throughout the 

community.

CONCERTS	IN	THE	
PARK	RETURNS!
Nanaimo parks will be filled with music once again 
this spring and summer with the return of our 
popular Concerts in the Parks series! The concert 
schedule will be available later this spring, and we 
hope you will join us throughout Nanaimo’s parks for 
these engaging and entertaining performances. 
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We	are	nearing	installation	for	a	new	Temporary	Public	Art	piece.	Keep	your	eyes	
peeled this spring for Millstone by Curtis Grahauer. This project documents a year in 
the life of the Millstone River over 6 short films and challenges the traditional view 
of what public art looks like. 

We	are	very	excited	to	share	this	piece	with	Nanaimo.	Please	follow	us	on	
Instagram	or	subscribe	to	the	Love	Arts	newsletter	for	updates	on	this	project	(and	
many	more	that	are	underway).	

CULTURE AWARDS
Save the Date!
After three years in an adjusted format, we are 
excited to be planning an in-person Culture 
Awards ceremony again for 2023. 

Details will be released shortly, but please plan 
to join us on Tuesday, April 25 at The Port Theatre 
when we recognize this year’s recipients. 

Follow us on Instagram @prc_Nanaimo or visit the City of Nanaimo website to sign up for our bi-monthly “Love 
Arts Nanaimo” newsletter to stay up to date on the work of the Culture & Events team. See how we’re building 
community through arts & culture by amplifying & championing local creativity.

        AGORA
Create something, share and connect with each other on a new 
digital commons for Nanaimo.

WELCOME TO ART AGORA - a digital platform to build community through acts of creation and care. 
A series of monthly activations will run from March to August with each one bringing out a unique 
perspective and a different craft. There are also prizes to be won!

To get started, register yourself for the activities you would like to part of:

•	MARCH	 Nana-IMO Course ID 90505
What does living in Nanaimo mean to you (in 20 words or less)? Share a handwritten note as a picture.

•	APRIL Cul-near-y Delights Course ID 90502
What would you make if you were cooking for a stranger, your favourite person, your neighbour, your pet? Share two pictures, 
the final dish and the handwritten recipe.   

•	MAY En-light-ened Island Course ID 90501
Make your own candle at home from scratch and reflect what it means to you. Share two pictures: the lit candle setting and a 
handwritten note.

•	JUNE Book-warmth Course ID 90504
What book would you give to someone you think needs it? Make a bookmark and tell them why. Share a picture with both the 
book and the bookmark with your thoughts. 

•	JULY Arbour City Course ID 90503
A “Painting Scavenger Hunt.” Find meaningful/iconinc/historical locations in the city and paint them. Share a picture of your 
painting. 

•	AUGUST Being in Nanaimo Course ID 90500
Choose a person, animal or plant you discovered in Nanaimo. Share their picture and another with a handwritten note on 
what they mean to you. 

Visit artagora.ca for more information.

Art

https://artagora.ca/index.html
https://www.nanaimo.ca/course-lookup/90505
https://www.nanaimo.ca/course-lookup/90502
https://www.nanaimo.ca/course-lookup/90501
https://www.nanaimo.ca/course-lookup/90504
https://www.nanaimo.ca/course-lookup/90503
https://www.nanaimo.ca/course-lookup/90500
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City of Nanaimo Culture Partners

https://www.porttheatre.com/
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nanaimomuseum.ca | Open Tues-Sat 10am-4pm | 250.753.1821

• FEATURE EXHIBIT: 
WHAT IS SACRED? 

• BASTION & 
WALKING TOURS

• NIGHT MARKETS

 • SPRING BREAK: 
MARCH 11-25 

• KIDS’ SUMMER 
PROGRAMMING 

JULY 1 - SEPT 4

What’s Happening?

NM G3-6

City of Nanaimo Culture Partners
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250.754.1750
NanaimoArtGallery.ca

Current Exhibition

NanaimoArtGallery.ca

Story Keeping

JANUARY 28 to
 APRIL 09

Brittney Namaakii
Bear Hat  and Richelle  

Bear Hat

LEARN MORE ABOUT PROGRAMS, CAMPS AND 
WORKSHOPS AT NANAIMO ART GALLERY

City of Nanaimo Culture Partners

https://nanaimoartgallery.ca/product-category/programs/all/
https://nanaimoartgallery.ca/exhibition/storykeeping/
nanaimoartgallery.ca



