
2006-DEC-11 

STAFF REPORT 

TO:  E.C. SWABEY, GENERAL MANAGER, DSD 

FROM:  A. TUCKER, ACTING DIRECTOR, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT, DSD 

RE:  OCP 10-YEAR REVIEW PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS 

STAFF’S RECOMMENDATIONS:

That Council, in consideration of Local Government Act requirements, including section 879: 
1. endorse the continued consultation activities, including public consultation workshop 

sessions planned for early 2007; and 
2. having specifically considered whether other persons, organizations and authorities should 

be consulted, direct staff to continue to proceed as it has done to date. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

As endorsed by Council at their regular meeting of 2006-MAR-18, a review of the City of 
Nanaimo “OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN BYLAW 1996 NO. 6000” (Plan Nanaimo) has been 
undertaken.  As per Section 879 of the Local Government Act, the Council of the City of 
Nanaimo must ensure that one or more opportunities are provided for consultation with persons, 
organizations and authorities it considers will be affected by the review of the official community 
plan.  Staff is currently proceeding with an extensive public consultation that, to date, has 
included:

 seven backgrounders have been published in the local newspaper; 
 a community consultation conference was held 2006-NOV-18 at Malaspina 

University-College;
 a series of three open houses were held to provide additional opportunities for input into the 

OCP review process; 
 numerous articles have been published in local newspapers and interviews undertaken with 

Shaw Cable to discuss the OCP amendment applications submitted as of 2006-NOV-01; and 
 correspondence sent to numerous outside agencies and interest groups advising of the OCP 

review.

Staff are now seeking Council’s approval to proceed with the consultation process, including a 
series of workshops to present and discuss those issues which generated the most discussion 
during the first stage of the public consultation process, and to endorse a consultation strategy 
for communicating with those persons, organizations and authorities Council considers may be 
affected by the OCP review. 

BACKGROUND:

At their regular meeting of 2006-MAR-18, Council received from Staff, and endorsed, the Official 
Community Plan (OCP) 10-Year Review process.  As part of this process, a series of public 
consultation initiatives were proposed to involve the community, gain public input, and provide for 
public education.  As per Section 879 of the Local Government Act, the Council of the City of 
Nanaimo must ensure that one or more opportunities are provided for consultation with persons, 
organizations and authorities it considers will be affected by the review of the official community 
plan.  To date, Staff have undertaken the following consultation initiatives, as outlined below. 
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Community Consultation Conference 

A community consultation conference was held at Malaspina University-College on 
2006-NOV-18.  The conference was well attended by approximately 160 community participants.  
Also present were representatives from the Regional District of Nanaimo, District Municipality of 
Lantzville, Nanaimo City Council, the Plan Nanaimo Advisory Commission and the consultant 
team bringing total attendance to over 200 participants. 

The conference began with four speakers during the morning session, speaking on 
demographics, social planning, urban design and smart growth.  Presenters included Lance 
Berelowitz, Cheeying Ho, Andrew Ramlo, and Mabel Jean Rawlins-Brannan.  The afternoon 
session involved a series of workshops designed to gain input from the participants on the key 
issues surrounding the goals within the OCP and other pertinent social issues. 

A summary of the proceedings, as prepared by the City’s consultant, is attached as Schedule A, 
and a detailed listing of all comments received from the conference flipcharts is attached as 
Schedule B. 

Newspaper Publications - Backgrounders 

To engage community interest and provide a public education component leading into the 
community consultation conference, a series of backgrounders were published in the Nanaimo 
News Bulletin.  These backgrounders included an introduction to the conference, a summary of 
each of the goals contained within the OCP, and subsequently provided a summary of comments 
received at the conference (see Schedule C). 

In addition, numerous articles have appeared in the local newspapers providing extensive 
coverage on the various OCP amendment applications received for the 2006-NOV-01 round.  
Staff has also been involved with Shaw Cable interviews 

Open Houses 

Following the 2006-NOV-18 community consultation conference, a series of three open houses 
were held throughout the community to provide additional opportunities for residents to provide 
input into the OCP 10-year review.  Attendance at each of the three open houses was as follows: 

2006-NOV-23 Dover Bay Secondary School Approximately 20 people attended. 

2006-NOV-29 Beban Park Social Centre One person attended. Attendance was 
limited due to severe winter weather. 

2006-DEC-03 John Barsby Community School Approximately 20 people attended. 

Upcoming Workshops 

In response to input received at the community conference and the open houses, a series of 
workshops will be held, beginning early 2007, to provide additional information on those issues 
which appeared to be at the forefront within the community.  It is anticipated these workshops will 
focus on items including: 

 the urban containment boundary (UCB); 
 growth centres and densification; 
 affordable housing; and  
 public transit and trailways. 
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Other

To date, Staff has initiated contact with a number of external agencies and interest groups to 
advise of the OCP 10-year review. 

 Regional District of Nanaimo 
 District Municipality of Lantzville 
 School District No. 68 
 Vancouver Island Health Authority 
 Ministry of Environment 
 Ministry of Transportation 
 Agricultural Land Commission 
 Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
 Nanaimo Port Authority 
 Snuneymuxw First Nation 
 Malaspina University-College 

Consultation can also be pursued with other persons, organizations and authorities, including, for 
example other agencies of the Provincial and federal governments.  As section 879 of the Local 
Government Act requires Council to specifically consider the “persons, organizations and 
authorities” to be consulted, Council are respectfully requested to identify others than those listed 
above, if necessary. 

Respectfully submitted, 

   

A. Tucker 
Acting Director, Planning & Development 
Development Services Department 

dj
Council:  2006-DEC-18 
G:\CommPlan\Admin\2006\2006 12 18 OCP Public Consultation.doc  
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Schedule C 
Summary of Conference Backgrounder 
2006-NOV-30 Nanaimo News Bulletin 


