Welcome

Welcome to the Heritage Conservation Program Review and Update.

Please review the boards. If you have questions, please speak with the City’s
Culture & Heritage Department staff, or Culture & Heritage Commission

members.

We encourage you to complete a Comments Sheet and share your ideas with
respect to strengthening the City’s existing Heritage Conservation Program.
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Purmose of Review & Unaate

» Seek input from stakeholders and residents regarding heritage values

¥ Identify collaborative opportunities and synergies related to Nanaimo’s heritage and
Culture

» Explore the connection between Nanaimo's heritage and culture - where do these
sectors overlap?

» Review, renew or update program initiatives that support community values and
priorities
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2002 2002 - 2010 2010 2012
1994 1996 1998 Heritage Implementation Heritage Action Council id.ent.iﬁes
Heritage Heritage Heritage Action Plan of Heritage Action Plan review and Cultural Vitality d5
Strateqy Commission Action Plan adopted » Plan objectives » update one ofthe fO.L{r pillars
created formed created of sustainability
2014 2015 2015
2014-2020 Cultural Plan for a Creative Culture & Heritage
Nanaimo is formally adopted »  ommission i » September 15 Public Open House @ Nanaimo Museum (4:00 to 8:00 pm)
formed by Council September 26 Pecha Kucha Night Nanaimo @ Port Theatre (7:30 to 10:00 pm)
Culture & Heritage Department is formally MINES & YOURS: Honouring Heritage in Nanaimo
created Facilitated by the Nanaimo Design Nerds. Registration required! Cost is $5.
October 14 Workshop - Heritage Basics
Identified need to review status of heritage Facilitated by Heritage BC - Time and location to be determined.
conservation program with cultural lens . .
October 15 Workshop - Identifying Heritage Values

Facilitated by Heritage BC - Time and location to be determined.

Nov 2015 to Feb 2016 Stakeholder Interviews

Spring 2016 Summary report to Council
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tage Act

Y Increased involvement on
community and neighbourhood

levels

¥» Increased community
involvement and awareness
regarding implementation of
archeological studies

Conserve and promote the

conservation of cultural
landscapes

O

om Plam (2070) Opjectives

Y Maintain and expand the
heritage incentive programs

¥ Adopt an anti-neglect bylaw
for derelict heritage properties

Y Continue to add properties to
the Heritage Register

2 Review zoning in 0ld City
Neighbourhood

Heritage Conservation Program Review & Update

/

¥ Strengthen relationship
with strategic partners

2 Explore opportunity for
presentation of multi-
lingual promotional
information (i.e.
brochures, signage)
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tage Actiom

Adopt a consolidated set of conservation principles & standards

Create Downtown Heritage Conservation Area

Expand Heritage Commission role & responsibility

Create Heritage Building Documentation & Salvage Policies

Plam (207

Create a Community Heritage Register

Adopt Heritage Procedures Bylaw

(reate Landscape Conservation Policy

Create Archaeological Sites Policy

Create City Records Management Policy

0) Status

Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete

Complete

Complete
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eritage Action Plan (2010) Status

Promote Heritage Awareness ®» Complete

Create incentive programs to encourage heritage conservation ®» Complete
(reate a Cemetery Conservation Master Plan » Almost Complete

Review Heritage Register program & policies every three years » Complete
(reate an Old City Heritage Conservation Area ®» Did Not Proceed *
Adopt an Anti-Neglect Bylaw ® Did Not Proceed *

Adopt a Heritage Stewardship Policy for city owned heritage buildings, and individual heritage ® No Comprehensive
conservation plans for each building ~ Action *

Review and Update Zoning in Old City to encourage conservation of heritage resources ®» Did Not Proceed *

Update 1984 Heritage Building Design Guidelines » Not Completed *

* see background document for details
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Community hertage Reg
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Siliell

A Heritage Register is an official list of properties identified by the City as having

City of Nanaimo heritage value, and can include buildings, structures and sites. The purpose of a Heritage

Community ST
Heritage Register Register is to:

® officially list heritage resources of Nanaimo

® (ive notice to property owners, and potential buyers) of heritage factors
(architectural, cultural, aesthetic) which may affect development options
for a listed property

® enable monitoring of proposed changes to properties through the local
government heritage alteration and building permit process

NANAIMO
Culture NANAIMO
Herltag TTTTTTTTTTTTTT
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160 buildings, 8 sites, 9 structures
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eritage Facace Umprovement
Erant Programm

The Heritage Facade Improvement Grant Program is designed to provide financial
incentives to encourage rehabilitation and enhancement of heritage buildings located in
the City’s downtown core, as well as promote economic growth and investment.

The grant covers up to 50% of the exterior facade improvement project cost, to a
maximum of $10,000 per building face fronting on a street.

* see background document for list of projects completed

$289,686 invested (since 2003) has leveraged
= $7,038,616 in private investment
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Downtown Residential Comversion
R empiicnh

The Downtown Residential Conversion Tax Exemption Program has two main goals

— one is to encourage new residential units; the other is to preserve heritage buildings in the
Downtown Core.

It offers full property tax exemption (up to 10 years) and is designed to offset the cost of
seismic / building code / sprinkler / facade upgrade work required by a project.

* see background document for list of projects completed

$860,019 (35 years worth) has leveraged
= 96,083,980 private investment
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ertage hWome @rants

The purpose of the Heritage Home Grant Program is to enhance and conserve
Nanaimo’s historic residential building resources.

The grant cover up to 50% of total exterior building or structural improvement project
cost, to a maximum of $2,500 per building.

* see background document for list of projects completed

$51,182 investment (since 2006) has leveraged
= $187,159 private investment
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hend is Nanaimo’s oldest neighbourhood. Miners,

ecutives {ivedhere in the shediE L A T " ‘ Chase Rl\/er Ploneers

nd industrial past continues to

Cavalsky House: Chase River Settlement

In the late 19th century, of settlement of the Chase River area.

‘The New Douglas (Chase River) Mine operated from 1874-1886 and the Chase River NO. 3 Pit operated from Settlers Welcomed

1886-1894. In 1920, Ct s population i 00, few —
Il Many of - -

Haliburton Street, of the area’s original rural character.
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placement of
The Fourth Chinatown (circa 1920s) Nanaimo Culture and Heritage ", Stl’i lep Village Site H E R \TAG E- @
e i oo e "Culture and heritage defines us as a , S puildings an
Jand ownership was 1o longer ted t 2 lease arangement with he coal company no was Culture & Heritage

nd
iandbough callecivey community and a place. It is not something
T L we have, it is who we are. It's everything we

The Smuneymixw left abundant traces of their original settlement  In the late spring the Snuneymuxw families spread outand For more inform

in Nanaimo, which are evidenced by the many archaeological some would move away to Gabriola Island where they

Nanaimo's Chinese settlers had a unique impact on the Ciy’s history. Like all poneers sites inthe area, Their homes, the first architectural structuresto  fished, gathered shelfish and other foods. In the fate summer

iy ST AogRUIaLArAt mary.csacos s a1 h o recopton
Candion ciizens. Afer Workd War I, i removal of disriminatory immigraion poliy were and will be." be builtin Nanaimo, were great longhouses measuring about 100 months they met again at Departure Bay picking berries
The Second Chinatown (1884 - 1908) :,'f(:‘,‘,‘,‘ﬁ:::,;’é,“ g::-‘mmaun‘z(:(t:;hm R ey e ke ek feetlong by 30 feet wide. Built with skeletons of log beams, the. before setting out to the Fraser River for the sockeye season.

Origins of Chinese Settlement www.nanaimo.ca longhouses had split cedar planksfor the walls and shed roofs  They returnedito Nanaimoin the falfor the salmon runs on

Chinese were perceived as unfair labour competion i the local mines, especially during

Goudushes gl mat e et A ca i e mes o nclymen: Th was ot o1 nn s were fen vt with asmoke hole. Each longhouse housed several fumilies, the Nanaimo River and then back to Departure Bay for the
United States, then to Canada. But in Nanaimo, coal was the lure, especially during In amid growing tensions, company relocated the Chinese quarter outside City o L] L, *, 2
e o < ) i T e T Fovngsps g o, s City of Nanaimo

Departure Bay, or Sl lep, (m i
The second Chinatonn was a sel-contained and selfsupporing commuriy, vith ¥

doctors and emerainers. Because the ncressing government head tax
discowaged famiy members fom etering the county. the cammuniy was
precominantey male.

was the site of a Snuneymuww winter villageand burial ground

isand years (a remnant of the burial ground i
b Bay Road and B f Life (mitk’'w si
winter village had three rows of cedar-planked longhouses built 0 " olact .

Community
i e Rl et H er i ta g e Re g iS ter

In 1908, Mah Bing Kee and Ching Chung Yung bought 43 acres of company land, which .

included the second Chinatown sit. To offset the cost of the purchse, they raised rers
in response,the residens formed the Lun Yick Company (Together We Prosper) and with
the help of 4,000 shareholders from across Canada purchased 9 acres of land fiom the
oal compay near Pine and Hecate Steets residents then moved the entre
community and its buldings 1 the new locatior

along the length of the beach. Another set of longhouses was

Most miners’ housing in Nanaimo was built of wood, which makes this stuated close to the present day Pacific Biological Station.
brick cottage unique. Built around 1910, it may originally have been an
office for the Jingle Pot mine.

The Third Chinatown (1908 -1960) e T oty

According to Snumeymuxuw Elders there were four families that

e wintered at this site. A fifth family wintered on the Nanaimo.
et s s o oo o iy Gy T o

The cottage was purchased in 1926 by an ltalian immigrant — Protection
Island miner, Antonio Specogna. The family subsistence-farmed its five-acre

Harbour at Commercial Inlet.

Faprmmme e lot for marly years, keeping cows, chickens and pigs, and tended a large

jm— R R e S T A R e S ey Hle i The Snuneymuw used this wintr vilagefiom Decemberto

i S B e March. They performed their winter dances here and bathed in the
The First Chinatown (1860s - 1884) — The homestead grew with the addition of a kitchen, bedroom, pantry and Pt
i nearby creeks. This s also the place where the annual cycle of

i I W o AR e R YRR creamery and eventuall became the cente of a coflection of outbulcings 2 a oot
iicuite. Conlatinns RN ComparyaTheyINEa ek e o R Pie Steet. The communiy had a populaton of appovate 1.500 whch woud swel 4 s v i i 5708 o, o e Mo Compiri ACHRH it e Colin and extensive flowerb food gathering began. InMarch huge runs of herting arived.
structures in the Esplanade and Victoria Crescent area. Services to support the on weekends when Chinese workers came from surrounding areas to socialize ai ‘Nanaimo Communiy eritage Commession, and Ciy of Nanaimo. -
el o KR Bk <kt Spened by Wah Horp Vg I Togalenr purchase suppies. The. nov-Chinese population a1 feduemed. Chinatown ot Because it is the only early brick house known to have survived —the bricks Elders saythatthe first man at Departu
Pianeer Sauare By he 15005 Nanateels Chinese commminty s e tid Commercaland enerainment puposes ® were made close by in Fast Wellington ~ this lttle cottage is felt to be of PP - ]
largestin Brish Columbia, afte Victoia and New Westminster. i el e e herring by stirring the water with a paddle. Following the

herring runs were large flocks of duck and fish such as spring
Th an ks salmon and halibut. Deer and elk were also plentiful in the

When the City constructed the Third Street Connector, this little house was in the e

path of the bulldozer. Thanks o the City of Nanaimo, the BC Heritage Trust and

many local businesses and individuals, the cottage has been moved and restored
1 use as a meeling space and inferpretive centre.

oy 16531

For more information, please contact the City of Nanaimo, Parks, Recreation &
Culture Department at 756-5200

CITY OF NANAIMO Depat s

oducc e Ctylan i sisince f e Syt Htion .

Contributors

City of Nanaimo

Green Thumb Nurseries
Robert Boyle Architecture Inc.
Archadia Landicape Archecture 1d
Nanaimo Community Fisheries Development Centre

Bodil Ellins

WELLINGTON COAL MINES

Friends of the Environment Fund
Easy Living Grounds Maintenance Inc.
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Dave Mudgo

deep in the m

who came to mine coal and honours the 77 men who perished e beneath

this park _l_h b d
el ORI RN e S numerous shafts where dug in an approximately 2.7 square mile area. The mine workings varied in depth from just under the surface to almost 300 feet, stretching just
et W Attentinn wallersl westof Jingle Pot Road, eastward almost to Spencer Roa, (1ot farfrom Departure Bay}, and from the centre of Diver Lake,south toaine about 400 metres beyond the Miners Killed by No. 5 Pit Explosion January 24, 1888 (about 8:30 a.m.).

Nanaimo Parkway.

ail System The Nanaimo Field Naluralists mai List taken from Minister of Mines Report published in 1888.

p 4 3 in nature notes in the area.
10 Parkway 4 Please use the pen 1o recor

i hat fe seen loday. Your \gton coal field in the 1870s by Robert Dunsmuir, who became one of the province’s wealthiest men. The town of Wellington "’
U PN o oo oicco)  James Jones Lance Robson = Corumns, CORNICES, & COAL
the buildings (located between Wellington and Jingle Pot Roads) were the ur which John Belloni Jacob Klein Alexander Ross B £ 2 i ?
by English and Scottish sttlers o Finns, Bel d Chinese. g Joseph Chenat John Marshall John Stewart == ¥ The Heritage Resources OFf Nanaimo
amalgamated into the City of Nanaimo in 1975. (Chano) Frank McCoy Charles Tillar g

Elisha Davis Duncan McDonald  Silvio Valerio
William Dawber John McNeil Richard Vincent
William Finch James Morrison John Wienkotter
Robert Greenwell John Ness William Wilks
Ezra Godfrey Leopold Rejard John Williams
David Gordon Xavier Rejard Robert Williams
William Horne Robert Robinson

Atthis spot on January 24, 1888, around 8:30 a.m, a methane gas explosion ripped through the easten section of the mine where 168 men were working, kiling 77, and
injuring others. The force of the explosion broke the hoisting shaft. It was three hours before the first man surfaced, and soon it was clear no one in the eastern workings

had survived. Because dangerous levels of gas were stll present, it would be May before the last body would be pulled from the mine.

‘The Nanaimo Free Press of January 25, 1888 recorded, “The scene of the disasteris situated on the side of Diver Lake, and about 5 miles from the City of Nanaimo, and is
the mine to which the E&N Railway is connected. It has been looked upon s the best arranged and ventilated mine belonging to Messrs. R. Dunsmuir & Sons, and was
always thought to be secure. Only a few days ago, the custom at these d of miners visited every portion of this mine and

pronounced it excellent order:

\ \
tide to Nahaimo’s
Nob Hill'and Chirfatowi

tideto Nanimo’s
nd H!rita&EWalk
= *

Forty inese miners were also killed in the explosion. Twenty-nine of
these were assigned payroll numbers by Chinese gang bosses. In this case,
a single name was als ded for each miner. Neither the names nor

numbers were recorded for the remaining seventeen miners who died in the

erringare. o
4 explosion.

lnlhzoldﬁdal b . . ar
By the early 20th century, e N No. 14, Bun No. 64, Fong No. 74, Ah Foie \ 2Pt J m rat seill
Ne as Nanaimo’s No. 15, Soon No. 65, Paden No. 75, | Yon . 1 1 O e
residential No. 16, Sing No. 66, Fue No. 76, Yon 4 | tausinthewa ﬂhﬁiﬁi{i‘mp wn and
No. 17, Fue . 67, Tate No. 78, Ton 5 i e 5
i No. 22, Chung . 68, Jim No. 79, Fie . ! - dw!hpliamtmhpﬂhﬂm}tﬁm

waterfront, large lots and dist 0 There are many
from old town industrial activity, d

Today, the area’s rural past lives on Newcastle attracted merchants,

No. 23, Gin . 69, Ack No. 81, Dan

No. 34, Jow .70, Hen No. 91, Saul . - \ . stories are evident in the city’s historic

have. shab‘ed the history of Nanaimo

in the remaining early farmhouses > 'managers and professionals. M d, City what it i No. 37, Eye .71, Sam Sug No. 99, Yoo f k
4 < [l professionals. Many «and made the City what it is today. ’ S = - )
Whe'tantit ifed signiitly to Ghd agifaacss ! 2 of the neighbourhood's earliest Thra§gReEseshort toursyou willbe zo Zz \LNoc k ' ;Z 2:1 ten No. 100, Sing Fom - ] neighbourhoods (downtewn, Old City,
homes still stand and continue to i i 0. 63, Wing .73, Ah Kee : ( %
Nanaimo’s devel t. R_ . able to discover and enjoy many aspects ) ) . 1 ) ) Vo
lanaimo’s development = | provide an aura of grace and of Nanaimo’s history, rin);ingf:,om‘;he N‘ewca‘sll'!, and South ﬂ!ﬂ and the Compiled and published by the Nanaimo Community Herirage Commission

refinement. story of coal and the growth of industry
to the fashionable social life of this

bustling early settlement.

- 1 heritage buildings and sites, which
= ' { 4 comprise the tangible reminders of each
[— liagh
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Protection Iools for
Local Governments

These are the tools available to local > 0 Heritage
governments to protect heritage Heritage Revitalization esignation
buildings, structures and sites. Agreement / Heritage m _
: Highest
, ® (onservation Covenant
Heritage |
Conservation - High -
: » Area
Heritage
. »  Register - Moderate -
Heritage
Inventory - Low -
- None -

Legal Protection Level
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NamE You

On behalf of the City of Nanaimo and the Culture and Heritage Commission, thank you for providing your
input. Please take some time to complete the Comments Sheet provided and drop it in the Comments
Box on your way out. You can also submit comments in person, by mail or email until October 31, 2015.

The results of your input will be presented to City Council in the form of a summary report on the status of

the program, and recommendations on how best to integrate the program with the policy objectives of the
Cultural Plan.

Questions? (ontact us directly at 250-755-4483.

In Person 411 Dunsmuir Street, Nanaimo, BC
By Mail 455 Wallace Street, Nanaimo, BC VOR 5J6
By Email cultureandheritage@nanaimo.ca
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