
Fundamentals of Fire Fighter Skills and Hazardous Materials Response, Canadian Fourth Edition 
Chapter 21: Wildland and Ground Cover Fires 

Copyright © 2020 by Jones & Bartlett Learning, LLC, an Ascend Learning Company, and the National Fire Protection Association® 

Candidate: _________________________________   Date: ___________________ 
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Skill Drill 21-1 
Fire Fighter I, 4.3.19 

Suppressing a Ground Cover Fire 
Evaluator Instructions: The candidate shall be provided with PPE, SCBA, portable radio, hand tools, a fully 
equipped apparatus, a backpack pump extinguisher, a simulated or actual ground cover fire, and an assignment to 
combat a ground cover fire using hand tools. Instructor should follow the recommendations of NFPA 1403, 
Standard on Live Fire Training Evolutions, to minimize risks during live fire training. 
Task: Combating a ground cover fire using hand tools, a backpack pump extinguisher, and/or hand lines. 
Performance Outcome: As part of a team, the candidate shall safely suppress a ground cover fire. 
Candidate Directive: “Safely suppress a ground cover fire using hand tools, a backpack pump extinguisher, and/or 
hand lines.” 

No. Task Steps 

First Test Retest 

P F P F 
1. Don appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE). Identify safety and exposure 

risks. Protect exposures if necessary.     
2. Construct a fire control line by removing fuel with hand tools.     
3. As an alternative to Step 2, extinguish the fire with a backpack pump extinguisher 

or a handline. 
    

4. Overhaul the area completely to ensure complete extinguishment of the ground 
cover fire. 
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