
S n u n e y m u x w  F ir st  N a tio n
668 Centre Street 

Nanaimo, BC, V9R 4Z4

Telephone: (250) 740-2300 
F a x :(250)753-3492

M arch  18, 2015

M ay o r Bill McKay 
City o f  N ana im o  
455  W allace  S tree t  
N ana im o , BC V9R 5J6

D ear M ay o r  McKay,

Re: Colliery D am s

Since 2013, SFN has  w o rk ed  closely w ith  t h e  City o f  N ana im o  in deve lop ing  a so lu t ion  for rem ed ia t ing  
t h e  M iddle  an d  Lower Dams on  th e  Chase  River (also know n as t h e  Colliery D am s in Nanaimo). SFN 
a c k n o w le d g e s  t h e  fund ing  rece ived  by SFN fro m  t h e  City o f  N anaim o fo r  th is  p u rp o se .

In July 2014, SFN Council m e t  t o  d iscuss t h e  Colliery Dams file. At t h a t  m ee ting ,  SFN Council 
u n an im o u s ly  a d o p te d  a m o tio n  d irec t ing  t h e  Chief o f  SFN to  deliver a l e t te r  t o  t h e  City o f  N anaim o 
o u tl in ing  SFN's position  on  th e  Colliery Dams. A copy  o f  SFN's le t te r  t o  t h e  City d a te d  July 22, 2104, is 
a t t a c h e d .

The l e t t e r  f rom  SFN to  th e  City s t a t e s  t h a t  SFN has t h r e e  basic in te re s ts  reg a rd in g  th e  Colliery Dams:
1) public  safe ty ; 2) p ro tec t io n  o f  t h e  e n v i ro n m e n t ;  and  3) p ro tec t io n  o f  SFN's rights  u n d e r  t h e  Douglas 
T rea ty  o f  1854. The le t te r  also s t a t e s  t h a t  as  long th e s e  in te re s ts  a re  m e t ,  t h e  City o f  N anaim o as th e  
o p e r a t o r  o f  t h e  d a m s  is u l t im ate ly  re sp o n s ib le  fo r com ply ing  with app licab le  d a m  safe ty  s tan d a rd s  
an d  reg u la t ions .  This position by SFN on t h e  Colliery Dam s has  n o t  ch an g ed .

T he Colliery Dam s have  b e c o m e  a d is trac t io n  from  o th e r  p ressing  bus iness  fo r  SFN. U nfortunate ly , 
s o m e  p e o p le  a re  pursu ing  th e i r  o w n  a g e n d a s  o r  in te re s ts  r a th e r  th a n  focus ing  on th e  im p o rtan t  
issues  o f  public safe ty , t h e  e n v i ro n m e n t  a n d  SFN rights u n d e r  t h e  T rea ty  o f  1854. SFN will n o t  be 
d ra w n  in to  t h e  politics. R ather,  as SFN's July 22 le t te r  to  th e  City clearly s ta te s ,  SFN in ten d s  to  follow 
a p rinc ip led  an d  r e a s o n a b le  a p p r o a c h  to  t h e  Colliery D am s file -  an  a p p ro a c h  th a t  reflects  SFN's 
ac tua l  c o n c e rn s  and  in te re s ts ,  n o t  p e t ty  politics.

Sincerely,

Cnfef Jo h n  W esley



Snuneymuxw F ir s t  Nation
668 Centre Street 

Nanaimo, BC, V9R 4Z4

Telephone: (250) 740-2300 
F ax :(250)753-3492

Ju!y22, 2014

City o f  Nanaimo 
455 Wallace S tree t  
Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 5J6

A tten tion : M ayor John Ruttan

Dear M ayor Ruttan,

Re: Colliery Dams

In 2013, SFN e n te red  into th e  Colliery Dams process  to  review and identify op tions for 
rem ed ia t ion  of th e  Middle and Lower Colliery Dams on th e  Chase River. In partic ipating in th a t  
process, SFN was m otivated by th ree  key concerns  o r  interests:

1) public safety;
2) p ro tec tion  of th e  env ironm ent;  and
3) avoiding or mitigating im pacts  to  th e  right o f  SFN to  carry on its fisheries as formerly 

enshr ined  in th e  Treaty of 1854.

T hroughou t th e  Colliery Dams process, SFN partic ipa ted  in good faith and, th rough  its 
re p resen ta t iv e s  on th e  Technical and Executive C om m ittees,  SFN w orked  diligently and 
collaboratively with th e  City, th e  Colliery Dams Preservation Society and th e  Dam Safety Section 
of th e  Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource O perations to  develop an in d ep th  
u n d ers tan d in g  of th e  risks assoc ia ted  with th e  Middle and Lower Colliery Dams in th e ir  cu rren t 
s ta te  and  options for rem edia tion  of th e  Colliery Dams. SFN acknow ledges th e  invaluable 
technical ass is tance and advice of Golder & Associates and th e  efforts o f Katherine Gordon as a 
facilitator in this process.

On th e  whole, SFN is satisfied with Colliery Dams process. Even though  a consensus  was not 
achieved th rough  th e  Technical C om m ittee  on an option for rem ediation  of th e  Lower Colliery 
Dam, SFN is o f  th e  view th a t  th e  labyrinth m odel identified by th e  Technical C om m ittee  
ad d re sse s  SFN's key in terests . This was co m m u n ica ted  very clearly by SFN's rep resen ta tiv e s  on
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th e  Technical and Executive Committees. Likewise, a t  a recent briefing of SFN Council regarding 
th e  Colliery Dams file, m em b ers  of Council also indicated their  support  for th e  labyrinth model.

U nfortunately, since th e  Colliery Dams Preservation Society w ithdrew  from th e  Colliery Dams 
process, this m a t te r  has b eco m e  highly politicized. SFN does n o t  in tend to  b eco m e drawn into 
t h e  politics. Rather, SFN acknow ledges th a t  as th e  ow n e r  of th e  Colliery Dams, th e  City is 
ultimately responsible to  comply with applicable dam  safety s tandards  and regulations and, as 
long as SFN key in terests  a re  m et, SFN has no desire to  im pede th e  City in fulfilling its 
responsibilities.

Sincerely,

Chief John Wesley
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