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PROCLAMATION 
"BLACK HISTORY MONTH' 

FEBRUARY/2016

WHERAS: Black History M onth was first proposed by the leaders of the
Black United Students at Kent State University in February, 1969, 
and the first celebration of Black History M onth tock place at 
Kent State one year later; and

WHEREAS Black History M onth was first celebrated in the United Kingdom
in 1987 and in 1995, Canada’s House of Commons officially 
recognized February as Black History M onth. In 2008, the Senate 
officially recognized Black History M onth w hich was 
unanim ously approved.

WHEREAS: by designating February each year as Black History M onth, the
City will acknowledge and honour the im portant contributions 
made by Black Pioneers w ho settled in this area  150 years ago.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill McKay, M ayor of the City of Nanaim o, do hereby proclaim  
that the month of February, 2016 be know n as:

"BLACK HISTORY MONTH"

in the City of Nanaim o.

Bill McKay 
M A Y O R

Dated this 21 st day of January , 2016.
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